By Danisl Hayes, Mayor,
Bridgewater Township

& David Johnson, Asplundh
Tree Expert Company

n May 21, 2014 the New Jersey Department of
[ Agriculture announced that the Emerald Ash Borer

w? (EAB), an invasive insect that has killed millions
of ash trees iﬁ_the Midwest, was found in Bridgewater
Township, Somerset County. This pest has the potential to
kill thousands of ash trees, posing a safety and environmental
threat that the state has never before seen. How should
New Jersey municipalities prepare for this infestation?
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fie Emerald Ash Borer, like its cousin the eaf
8o _borer (pictured), is a destructive insect
tire engoing active management
ark frees.

The Pest The adult emerald ash borer is a small, dark metallic

Even though the Michigan Department of Agricultﬁre
green beetle that emerges in late spring and begins to lay eggs

imposed a state quarantine to regulate the movement of ash

in June. The eggs hatch and the larvae bore through the bark
of the tree and into the layer underneath. Here they feed by
tunneling through woody tissue and grow in size until autumn.
The larvae pupate in spring and adults emerge soon after to
begin the life cycle again. Most of the damage done to ash trees
is by the larval stage. '
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wood, between 5 and 7 million ash trees were dead or dying
within 12 months. A federal quarantine was adopted in 2003
and federal monies were allocated in an effort to eradicate the
pest. However, these efforts failed to slow the pest and they
were terminated that same year when it became clear the
funding and technology was insufficient. Female beetles can fly




several miles per day and the pest has
“already spread to 23 states and two
“Canadian provinces.
_Impacts on Municipalities Many
~‘municipalities are feeling the fiscal
" effects of having to deal with EAB. The
i impact to municipal budgets and tree
icanopy can be overwhelming in areas
where ash comprises a large percentage
- ‘of public trees.

Legal representation isn’t one size fits all. Your
individual situation deserves personalized attention
from the attorney best suited to your case.

Call us today for your custom fitting.
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Pest Management

Syracuse, New York, with 2,000 ash
trees on public property, is planning to
remove half of the trees and replace them
with other species, at an estimated cost of
$900,000. Treating the remaining trees
with insecticide will cost $90,000 initially,
with re-injections costing the same amount
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infestation spreads.

every three years. The plan will allow
them to spread out their removal and
replacement costs over a number of years.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin has approxi-
mately 33,000 public ash trees and
28,000 of them are being injected by city
tree workers. The cost of the insecticide
every two to three years is $1.6 million,
Milwaukee is also removing 5,000 trees
measuring 8” in diameter or smaller,

Bridgewater Originally a farming com-
munity, Bridgewater Township is a mix
of rural and suburban development,
with 45,000 people within 33 square
miles. We are home to Bridgewater
Commons, a well-known shopping mall
and TD Bank Ballpark, home of the
Somerset Patriots, There are 3,600 acres
of public and private parks and recre-
ation opportunities in our township,
including four historic sites.

'The township is also home to Middle-
brook Trail, a historic trail used by
George Washington’s colonial army
that’s a mixture of natural areas, devel-
oped locations and interpretive sites.
Bridgewater citizens value their tree

G

Renﬁoving mature Ash trees, like this one in a Bridgewater park may he necessary |f the

canopy and the township has the honor
of being designated a Tree Clty USA for
18 straight years,

Battling the Beetle EAB was found in
a commercial area of our town. Many of
the ash tree’s canopies were dying back
and something was obviously affecting
their health. The insect had probably
been at that location for several years. If
1o measures are taken, we anticipate
that insect populations will build up
rapidly, similar to what other communi-
ties and states are experiencing. If this
happens, there will be an enormous bur-
den on our local budget and staff. The
township plans to take proactive mea-
sures to slow the infestation in order to
minimize the impact, reduce liability,
spread out costs and lessen the overall
cost of the infestation. .

Because we are the first municipality to
have an identified EAB infestation, we
are researching the best steps to take to
slow the progression of this pest and
spread out the mitigation costs.

Our 215 miles of tree-lined township
roads are one of our biggest concerns,




because of the number of ash trees that
flank them. We must also pface a high
priority on trees in our most popular
recreational areas and in public places.
All our ash trees will need to be identi-
fied and evaluated in order to minimize
possible damage should a dead tree or
one of its branches fall.

The Bridgewater Shade Tree Board will
act as the EAB readiness team with
assistance from other township depart-
ments. It has begun the process of deter-
mining the best way to survey ash trees
on public lands and identify those that
are most valuable. The team is working
with several community volunteer
groups, including the scout troops. The
survey results will help the board make
recommendations on whether to remove
a particular tree or invest in insecticide
applications. The survey results will also
help us develop a Community Forestry
Management Plan. The township has
also reached out to the New Jersey

Department of Agriculture and New Jer-
sey Forestry Services for resources and
partnerships to suppott its plan,
Bridgewater has initiated discussions
with the Somerset County Park Com-
mission in order to coordinate efforts to
help control the pest. The park commis-
sion has already formed a task force and
contacted Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion for technical assistance. They are
developing an EAB management plan
and intend to survey their tree popula-
tion and prioritize their trees. The coun-
ty is also looking at locations where ash
wood could be stored or processed
(chipped} after trees are removed.

Environmental Impacts The environ-
mental impacts of the tree loss in our
natural areas may be even more alarm-
ing than the monetary impacts, The
effect of large quantities of ash trees
being killed will undoubtedly alter the
understory of ash forested areas, possi-

bly increasing the spread of invasive

Pest Management

plants and negatively affecting insect,
bird and mammal populations.

We expect that many of the state’s
municipalities will be watching us over
the next several years. We hope to pass
on any lessons learned in dealing with
EAB and be a resource to other munici-
palities as it spreads. &
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system improvements,

At JCP&L, we've invested hundreds of millions of dollars in

Adding new circuits and lines and making significant
upgrades to improve service reliability.

Creatiﬁg a new emergency response system to help
meet the challenge of future storms.

i+ Offering customers text messaging, alerts and other
ways to stay connected with us,

To find out more about our improvements visit www.jep-l.comfenergize.
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